The neurologist and Harvard criteria for brain death.
The Harvard ad hoc committee to examine the definition of brain death, chaired by anesthesiologist Beecher, published their report in 1968. Throughout the years, the committee has been a target of criticism. However, the workings of the ad hoc committee have not been carefully evaluated, and could provide insight into the role of the neurologists and their interaction with contemporaries. Review of the original files and interviews with three surviving members-Adams, Potter, and Murray-revealed 1) a major role and original contributions of the neurologists Schwab and Adams in defining criteria, and 2) a swift and decisive working committee that formulated a document aimed at simplicity and accuracy, and without special interest.